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The Saionjis and their visitors looked at each other in silence. There
came other incoherent babblings:

Tm not drunk, am I? I am Kunigita, a poor author, looking for a
shelter from 'eave to eave,' ha, ha, ha! Marquis, will you pay the jin-
riJdshaman his fare?"

All smiled broadly.

It was at Genro Ito's Oiso villa. The host and Saionji were in an
extended conference.

The Genro sat on his favorite tiger-skin rug, smoking a cigar.

"It's no use, Saionji-san, it's not advisable for me nor for the Seiyukai
Party to prolong my leadership. I was anxious to rebuild my political
prestige before I left the active field of politics, but it is of no avail
now. Ill be satisfied with being a Genro.

"For the second time I am caught by the Katsura-Yamagata trap.
They requested an Imperial rescript of His Majesty to relegate me to
your present post, the Presidency of the Privy Council, so that Katsura
could continue his Premiership, If I go into the Privy Chamber as its
head, as such I will be automatically disqualified from leading any
political activities or party."

"But, Genro Ito, you cannot leave the Seiyukai Party leaderless."

"That's why I am recommending you to take the presidency of the
Party. You and I exchange positions."

"Ill vacate my chair at any time if His Majesty wishes me to,
but I don't want to assume the Seiyukai leadership. You and I
cannot decide arbitrarily like that. It's the most important concern of
the organized party. Besides, since I have been the Preisdent of the
Privy Council during these years, I don't even know the members."

"But if the members of the executive committee accept you, which
I have no doubt they will, will you take it?"

"Huh-"

"Furthermore, Saionji-san, I may be called to do a bit of work, a
real job. For that reason, too, I have determined to follow the Imperial
command. I see that we are heading for an international conflict
shortly. With Russia."

"That has been talked about much, but that mustn't paralyze every-
thing, though I sympathize with your present predicament."

Genro Ito recalled his relationship with Field Marshal Yamagata and
Premier Katsura. "Yamagata caused the downfall of my last Cabinet,
and Katsura succeeded me. I let that pass. Then they discredited me